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Fernald,—Publication of Monarda Pusseliana 


Ihe C^onfusei) Publication" of jMonarda Kusseliana. —In 
his Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territoiy, 141 (1821) 
Tsuttall first mentioned J\1 oiKirdG RussclittHo, the mere name 
accompanjdng the note on one of his trips out from Major Brad¬ 
ford’s garrison: “At the benevolent reciuest of the commander, 
and agreeably to my intentions of exploring th(‘ natural history 
of the territory, I resolved to spend a f(‘\v weeks at the garrison, 
and make it the depot of my collections. It is with a satisfaction, 
clouded by melancholy, that I now call to mind the agreeable 
hours I spent at this station, while accompanied by the friendly 
aid and kind participation of Dr. Bussel, whose memory I have 
faintly endeavoured to commemorate in tlu' specific name of a 
beautiful species of Monarda. But relentless death, whose ever- 
withering hand delights to pluck tlu? fairest flowers, added, in the 
fleeting space of a few short days, another early trophy to his 
mortal garland; and Russel, the only hope of a fond and widowed 
mother, the last of his name and family, now sleeps obscurely in 
unhallowed earth! (umth' Reader, forgive this tribute of .sym¬ 
pathy to the recollection of oiu', whom fully to know was surely 
to esteem, as a gentleman, an accomplished scholar, and a sincere 
admirer of the simple beauties of the field of nature.” 

After such a triliute a later botanist, to u.se Nuttall’s expre.ssion, 
would be “clouded by melancholy” at having to discard the 

name Monarda Russeliana. The plant which Nuttall had and 
which he clearly describ(*d under 

earliest 1830 is vei-y definite, but, unfortunatelv, several vcars 
before Nuttall himself gave' his account of it tlu^ I'inglishman, 
John Sims, in ('urtis’s Botanical Magazine (“for the Use of . . . 
Ladies, Gentlemen, and Gardeners”), li. t. 2513 (1824), gave 
a detailed description and an unecpiivocal plate, as M. Russeliana, 
“Raised from seed received from Profe.ssor Nuttall, under the 
name we have adopted,” of the other sessile-leaved but coar.ser 
plant of Arkansas and adjacent states, the species discovered 
“During my [his] residence in Missouri, in the years 1820, 21, 
and 22” b}^ Dr. Lewis C. Beck and destined to be described by 
him in Am. Journ. Sc. x. 200 (1820) as M. Bradburiana, this 
name, like Nuttall’s, “as a tribute to the memory of a highly 



name in late 1835 or 


valued friend”, “the late John Bradbury, F. L. S. 

A.side from the loss of so well known a name as Monarda 
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Rhodora 


IDkcembeu 


Bradburiana (1826), which must obviously give way to M. 
Kusscliana Nutt, ex Sims, Rot. Mag. li. t. 2513 (1824), not Nutt. 

(1835 or 36), the confusion resulting from a shifting of familiar 
names is unfortunate*. 1 his situation was, appaientlN, not 
noticed by McClintock & k^pling, Univ. ( alif. Pub. Rot. xx. 161— 
163 (1942), for they cite the Rotanical Magazine* elescription anel 
plate without que'stie)n as bedonging with Nuttall’s plant describeel 
in late 1835 or earlie'st 1836. Accepting their identificatie)n, baseel 

examinatie)!! of a specimen so nameel anel collected l)y 
Rafincsepic (in lle*rb. l)e*le.ssert) we^ must take up fe)r M. R.ussch- 
ana Nutt. (1835 or 36) ne)t Nutt, ex Sims (1824) the name M. 

virgata Kaf. Meel. FI. ii. 37 (1830). 

In Motiarda Russcltuua (1824) = A/. Bradbuncino Reck (1826) 

the ovate to e)vate-lancee)late leaves are longer than te) twenthirels 

the* inU*rne)ele abe)ve, the* blaele‘S at the* 2nel ne)ele 


upon 


ce)re)lla 


as long as 

below the glomerule 2-5 cm. bre)ael anel dentate-.se'i rate, and the 

slender e*e)re)lla“tube* (be*le)W the elilate*d thre)at) is ineduele'd in oi 

barely exserted freim the calyx. In the more sleneleu- M. virgata, 

on the other hand, the leaves are only a thirel to rarely half as 

leing as the ve*ry sl(*neler intcrneieles, theise* of the 2nel neiele* beleiw 

the relatively small glomerule* lance*-acuminate, less toeitheel to 

entire.* and emly 0.8—2 cm. breiael, whilei the; sleuiele*!’ ceireilla-tubc 

is long-e*xse'rteel freim thei eailyx (^IcCdinteie^k hjpling givei feii 

the* ceiarser specie;s “calyce*s 9-14 mm. long . 

tube 12-19 mm. long”, i. (>., 3-5 mm. longer than calyx; 

in their A/, /e’j/.s'.se'ha/eei “e*alyce*s8-12 mm. long . . . , ceuolla 

tube*. 11—25 mm. leing”, i. up te) 13 mm. longe*i than 
calyx). Now if the* ejriginal eleseaiption and plate of A/. liuf^seh- 
(ina Nutt, ex Sims be e*xamin(*el it will be se*en that the; .stem (3-4 
mm. in eliamete*i‘) is much ste)uter than in M. virgata, that the 
le*aves of thei 2nel noele l)e*lejw the* glome*rule‘ are* 3 cm. bre)ad anel 
coarsely dcntate*-se*rrate, anel that the* core)llas are*, those e)f A/. 
Bradburiana. There* se*e'ms to be^ ne) e*scape*, the*n, from using 

the name M. Ri sskliana Nutt, ex Sims (1824) for M. Brad- 
burtana Reck (1826) anel M. virgata Raf. (1830) for M. Rus- 

seliana Nutt. (1835 or 36). 

As inelicateel ein the* labe*ls, Motiarda Russeltana {Bradburiana) 
flowers and matuie*s somewhat earlier than M. virgata. It is 
evide*nt that Nuttall, collecting anel elescribing flowering material 
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Hull,—Crotalaria sagittalis in Indiana 


of the latter (isotype in (Iray Herb.), secured the already mature 
fruit of the former and sent seeds to England. The confusion 
probably started with Nuttall himself.—M. L. Feknald. 


Crotalaria sagittalis in Indiana. —In the 7th edition of 
Gray’s Manual the range of this s])ecies is given as chiefly 
coastal southward from Massachusi'tts, and northward in the 


Mississippi 


Deam, in his 


“Flora of Indiana,” p. 592, records this species from five counties 
in the extreme southern part of Indiana. These counties are 
within the Mississippi basin. However, Deam, in his book above 
mentioned, taking his information from Pepoon’s “Flora of the 
Chicago Region,” cites two localities in extreme northwestern 
Indiana, which are in the St. Lawrence and not the Mississippi 
basin. One locality was along the Wabash Railway, east of 
Clarke, now a part of tlu; city of Gary, Lake Co., found by 
Pepoon about 1900 but, according to him, “since then extinct or 
overlooked.” Pepoon also reports in the work above mentioned 
the finding by Umbach of a large patch along the Lake Shore 
(New York Central) Railway at Dune Park in Porter Co. Deam 
thinks that this species has been introduced into Indiana in 
grass seed or as a railroad waif. 

However, July 18, 1938, I found a large colony, containing at 
least dozens of individuals, in low sandv soil in the extreme 

7 

northern portion of East Gary, Lak(‘ C’o., si'vend miles removed 
from the abovii two mentioned localiti(‘s in the dune country. 
Originally composed of fairly high dunes, this land had been 
excavated for its sand at least over thirty yeais ago, and has 
become a pine barren with Pinus Hanksiana quite conspicuous 
as a small tree, and Ardosta'phylos Uva-ursi var. coactilis contrib¬ 
uting much to the undergrowth. The Crotalariaj however, was 
found in the moister part of the region, among shrubby willows 
and Hypericum Kalmianum. The Wabash Railway is not far 
away, but I have found no plants along it. July 13, 1944, I 
again visited this region, and found the plants still common. 

At Liverpool, Lake Co., July 28, 1944, I found two vigorous 
specimens, and more might have been found if time had per¬ 
mitted. This also was in a region excavated for its sand, and bog 






